Sustainable Development, Trade and Environment

Course Number M.WIWI-VWL.0063

Course Type and Credits Seminar, 6 ECTS

Lecturer Prof. Inmaculada Martinez-Zarzoso

Cycle every winter term

Examination format research paper (60%), presentation and discussion (40%).

Course Description The seminar focuses on environmental issues in a globalized context

within the framework of sustainable development. For this purpose the
seminar will cover different themes, starting from the sustainable
development concept. The seminar will also explore from different
perspectives, climate change as one of the main global environmental
issues, considering scientific evidences, energy implications and policies
in climate change.

This pattern will enable the students to understand the complexity of
sustainable development and environmental issues and to deal with
them. Global environmental problems like global warming have received
great publicity in recent times. Since most of them have a transboundary
nature, they can only be addressed effectively through international co-
operation.

We will discuss the use of trade policy as an instrument for achieving
significant reductions in carbon emissions and also whether trade policies
can be effectively used as enforcement mechanisms to support
environmental cooperation. In addition, we will discuss the ongoing
negotiations on climate change and the environment that, similar to the
trade case, will cover an increasing scope of environmental issues in
future rounds of negotiation.

The seminar is designed for students interested in the process of
sustainable economic development and international economics,
including students doing the Master in International Economics and in
Development Economics.

Course Content Block | - Environment and Development
Topic 1. Sustainable global development
Topic 2. Carbon Footprint as a measure of sustainability
Topic 3. Environment and economic development
Topic 4. Emissions convergence
Topic 5. The Economics of Climate Change Topic 6. Green growth
Block Il - Environment and Trade
Topic 7. Environment and international trade
Topic 8. Trade liberalization and pollution havens
Topic 9. Trade agreements and environmental agreements
Block Ill - Environmental Policies and Regulation
Topic 10. How to regulate negative externalities
Topic 11. The Kyoto Protocol and its Mechanisms
Topic 12. Post Kyoto: The Copenhagen climate change negotiation
Topic 13. Climate change controls and trade policy
Topic 14. Economic impact of biofuel production in Africa
Topic 15. Green growth in Brazil, Chile and Mexico
Topic 16. Migration and climate change
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Useful web links

http://www.wto.org The World Trade Organization’s web site devoted to
the relationship between international trade issues and environmental
quality. The site includes links to many research reports and other
information.

http://www.oecd.org/ech The web site for the trade division of the
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development. The site
includes many publications on trade issues, including trade and the
environment.

http://www.cec.org Home page for the Commission for Environmental
Cooperation, created under the North American Free Trade Agreement
“to address regional environmental concerns, help prevent potential trade
and environmental conflicts, and to promote the effective enforcement of
environmental law.” The site includes numerous publications on issues of
trade and the environment.

http://unfccc.int United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change

none
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